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BIOGRAPHY OF JOHN BLAIR, JR.—A PREVIEW 


One of the first considerations in telling — 
the story of the leaders of men is to record 
something of their family background. It is 
very true that environment and associations 
make a tremendous contribution to the end- 
result, or the finished product, in the develop- 
ment of a great leader. It is equally as true , 
that “blood tells.” One hardly expects a race 
horse from a strain of draft animals. 
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Any good story of the life and leadership 
of John Blair, Jr., will necessarily include his 
family heritage. He was a great nephew of 
that stalwart, Dr. James Blair, the founder, 
and for 50 years, the President of the College 
of William and Mary. He was of rather bril- 
liant Scotch ancestry. His great uncle, Presi- 
dent James Blair, was a Master of Arts of the 
University of Edinburgh, Scotland. His 
grandfather, Archibald Blair, a brother of 
President James, was a Doctor of Medicine 
from the University of Edinburgh, and his 
father, Honorable John Blair, Sr., was’a lead-_ 
ing citizen in the Virginia Colony. John 
Blair, Sr., served many years as President of 
the Council, in the Colony, and on at least 
two different occasions, served as Acting Gov- 
enor of the Colony. His children married into 


a number of the most prominent families in 
the Colony, among them being Col. George 
Braxton, Col. Wilson Miles Cary, Col. John 
Bannister, Admiral Samuel Thompson, and 
others. ‘There are many descendants living in 
Virginia today. Others have scattered to va- 
mous parts of the United States. There can 
be no doubt about the quality of the family 
heritage of John Blair, Jr., and as is so often 
the case, the nobler the heritage, the gentler 
the disposition. So it was with John Blair, 
Jr. One of his biographers says of him: 

“Mr. Blair is one of the most respectable 
men of Virginia, both on account of his fam- 
ily as well as fortune. He is one of the Judges 
of the Supreme Court in Virginia and ac- 
knowledged to have a very extensive knowl- 
edge of the law. Mr. Blair, however, is no 
orator, but his good sense and most excellent 
principles compensate for other deficiencies.” 

EpucaTion 

Like his father before him, he attended 
the College of William and Mary, from 
which institution he graduated about 1750. 
He then went to Temple University in Lon- 


» don for his law degree which he received in 


1755. He returned to his native Williams- 
burg, Virginia, and immediately began the 
practice of his profession in the General 
Court of the Colony. 
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He appears to have been a consistent stu- 
dent of government. He was recognized early 
in his career as a civic and spiritual leader. 
He served as a member of many committees 
having to do with the government of the 
Colonies, and was honored with many posi- 
tions of trust. He was appointed by President 
George Washington as ohe, of the members 
of the very first panel of United States Su- 
preme Court Judges. He qualified for the 
position at the very first meeting of the 
Court, in New York, September, 1789. The 
complete biography will carry some of his 
legal opinions as an expression of the quality 
of his mind and heart. 


FRATERNAL RELATIONS 

John Blair, Jr., an active Mason. He was 
entered, passed, and raised in Williamsburg 
Lodge No. 6, in the eatly 1770's. He served 
as Master about 1774, and on October 13, 
1778, he was elected as the first Grand Mas- 
ter of Masons in Virginia. It is the opinion 
of several Masonic students that he was not 
only the first Grand Master of Masons in 
Virginia, but also that he was the first Grand 
Master in the United States to be elected 
“according to prescription and usage, as 
adopted in London in 1717, by and through 
the Representative System, as practiced on 
that occasion, and adopted by constitutional 
provision as binding for all time.” It is also 
believed that the Grand Lodge which 
was organized on that date, under the pro- 
visions named, when so constituted, became 
the first regularly established Grand Lodge in 
America to comply with those fundamental 
constitutional provisions. The biography to 
which this preview refers will have much to 
tell about John Blair's Masonic leadership. 
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Probably no better statement is available 
than the epitaph on the slab which marks 
bis last resting place in old Bruton Parish 
Church Yard, Williamsburg, Virginia, and 
we quote it in full. 

“Sacred 
To the memory of 
Hon'ble Pas Blair 
Eldest son of the Hon'ble John Blair, 
Formerly President of the Council 
& General Court of Virginia 
Soon after his admission to the bar, he was 
appointed Clerk of the Council, which office 
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he resigned on the commencement of our 
great Revolutionary Contest. From that pe- 
“od he was honored with a variety of the 
most important public appointments, the du- 
ties of which he discharged with acknowl- 
edged talent, singular integrity, and univer- 
sal approbation; to the last office which he 
filled, Associate Justice of the Supreme Court 
of the United States. He was selected from 
the Court of Appeals of Virginia by that dis- 
tinguished judge of merit, the Father of his 
Country, General Washington. He was a 
rare instance of the influence of mild and 
polished manners, united with upright con- 
duct, and flowing from a_ heart devoid o 
guile of the resentments and Passions of Man- 
Kind, as, it is believed, he never excited 
enmity nor lost a friend. He died as he lived, 
4 sincere and pious Christian, and in confi- 
dent expectation of another and better life, 
on the 31 day of August, 1800, aged 68 
years and 10 months.” 

JAMES N. HILLMAN, Master, 

Virginia Research Lodge, No. 1777 
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Civilization is a state of affairs where noth- 
ing can be done without first being fi- 


nanced. 
—- *& - 


Henor To Whom Honor Is Due 

Worshipful Brother E. A. Robinson, Sec- 
retary of Dixie Lodge, No. 202, Fries, Vir- 
ginia, is this year completing 40 years service 
as Secretary of that Lodge. The Grand Lodge 
of Virginia is very appreciative of his faithful 
and efficient service.—J.N.H. 
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